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Presidents/Head Professor’s Message
With Midwinter Conference around the corner, 
Madam President Shannon is busy putting 
together what will be a fun, educational and very 
informative weekend.

Madam President Shannon is hoping to see all of 
#TEAMOHIO’s faces-both regular attendees and 
new brothers & sisters too! If you see someone 
new, introduce yourself. Ask if you can sit with 
them or if they have any questions. The more we 
can make people feel welcomed, the more they will 
feel welcome and become more involved with our 
organization. Each one of us at one time was a 
new member and needed a mentor. Today’s 1st time 
attendees could be a future District, Department 
or National President!

The Midwinter Agenda follows this message and 
also on the Department website, Facebook pages 
for your convenience.

Please have safe travels to and from Midwinter 
conference!

Loyally Yours,
Pita Skeeter aka
Kathy Matesic
Department Auxiliary Historian











Claudia Botsko
District 7 Auxiliary 
President

Claudia is a Life Member of Collinwood Post 2926 located in 
Wickliffe, Ohio. She has been a member since 2007 and joined 
under the eligibility of her father, Albert Rohloff, who served in 
the United States Marine Corps in Korea. She has been 
President of her auxiliary since 2008, is a life member of VFW 
National Home for Children, was District 7 Hospital Chairman in 
2018-2019 & 2019-2020 & 2022-2023; Auxiliary Community 
Outreach & Youth Chairman 2021-2022, 2022-2023 & 
2023-2024. She volunteers and is one of the Deputy VAVS 
Reps at the VA Hospital, Wade Park in Cleveland, Ohio. She has 
served as District 7 President in 2020-2021, 2021-2022 and 
2023-2024. She is the mother of Samantha & Katherine and 
grandmother to Ellie, Logan, Sophie & Abby.



Brooke 
Leidigh
District 10 
Auxiliary 
President

She became a member of the VFW Auxiliary in August of 
2005 under her husband Andrew Leidigh who served two 
tours in Iraq. They had a daughter Taylor in February of 
2008. She later became a Life Member in 2012. Her home 
post is Ashland VFW Post 1067 in Ashland Ohio where she 
has held multiple positions over the years and is currently the 
Treasurer. Brooke was awarded the Auxiliary President of 
the year for 2021-2022. This will be her second term as 
District 10 President. Not only is she active in the VFW 
Auxiliary but also holds an Auxiliary Vice Position at the 
Wiggletown AMVETS in Polk Ohio, a Scout Leader for VFW 
Post 1067 Troop 507 and 507G, and is the Public Relations 
for VFW District 10 Riders. Veterans have always held a 
special place in her heart as she has many Veterans in her 
family including her two brothers Lee Reed (Navy) and 
Gunnery Sergeant Tom Reed (Marines)! Her hope for this 
year is to continue to make the District 10 Auxiliary better 
and stronger for the good of our Veterans and the community 
as a whole.





Eligibility Requirements for VFW Auxiliary Membership:

Members must be at least 16 years old.
Those eligible are:
•Husband/Wife  
•Widower/Widow
•Father/Mother
•Grandfathers/Grandmothers
•Sons/Daughters
•Grandsons/Granddaughters
•Brothers/Sisters

Of persons who were or are eligible for membership in the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States.
Those eligible for membership in the VFW are those that have received a      
campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30 consecutive or 60 non-
consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger 
pay.

Step- and adopted parents, children, siblings (and half-siblings), grandparents and 
grandchildren are considered the same as biological parents, children, siblings, 
grandparents and grandchildren and may join the VFW Auxiliary under their VFW-eligible 
veteran.

Proof of service is required for eligibility and must be obtained by the applicant.

Information on a veteran’s service record can be obtained by contacting:
National Archives and Records Administration
Phone: 1-866-272-6272
Online:
Veterans Service Records:http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
4-Step Veteran Request Process:https://vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.html

Military Records Request Using Standard Form 180 (SF-
180):http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html

If you have membership questions or need more information, please contact us 
atinfo@vfwauxiliary.org.











OUR MISSION
The objects of this organization shall be 
fraternal, patriotic, historical, charitable 
and educational; to assist the Posts and 
members thereof of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, and its 
own members whenever possible; to 
maintain true allegiance to the Government 
of the United States of America and fidelity 
to its Constitution and Laws; to foster true 
patriotism, to maintain and extend the 
institutions of American freedom and equal 
rights and justice to all men and women; to 
preserve and defend the United States of 
America from all her enemies." (From the 
National Auxiliary Bylaws and Rituals 2017
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