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Welcome to the inaugural issue of “The Foundation”, the 
official newsletter of the Department of Ohio VFW 

Auxiliary for 2026-2027. 

Every strong house begins with a solid foundation. Before walls are raised, before roofs are built, and 

before families gather inside, there must be a firm base capable of supporting everything that follows. 

The same is true of our organization. 

This year, under the leadership of Department President Kathy Correll, we will focus on the building 

blocks that make our Department successful. Our foundation is built upon service to veterans, support 

for military families, dedication to our communities, and the commitment of thousands of Auxiliary 

members across Ohio. 

Throughout the year, The Foundation will highlight the outstanding work of our Auxiliaries, Districts, 

Chairmen, and Line Officers. We will share important deadlines, inspiring stories, leadership messages, 

and examples of the incredible impact being made throughout our state… along with program updates 

through our quarterly bulletins. 

But before we can start with the new, let us take a look at the “wrap up” of June and the 2025-2026 

term. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patriotic Art Voting was open for the Poppy Hat Contest PNP, Sandi (Onstwedder) Messenger 
was our National Rep 
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PDP, Jessica Gardner was voted in as our National 
Council Member Area D 

Matt Ashmore from auxiliary 2920, won the 
Margaret Armstrong Award 

Our Department President (Leigh Ann) and 
her horse were taking a collection for her 
special project 

Our auxiliaries received their Ohio Excellence Awards 

Love Gifts were presented to the President The auxiliary participated in a joint memorial 
service 

Membership Awards were presented to auxiliaries 

Our outgoing President, Leigh Ann Zigler received 
her Past President' Pin from her daughter 
Samantha 
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INTRODUCING YOUR 2026-2027 TEAM 
As we begin this new Auxiliary year, we are pleased to introduce the Department of Ohio's 2026-2027 

Line Officers and Chairmen. These dedicated leaders bring experience, passion, and a shared 

commitment to strengthening our organization and advancing our mission. 

Together, they will help guide our Auxiliaries as we continue to honor veterans, support active-duty 

service members and their families, promote patriotism, and strengthen our communities. 

Just as every board, beam, and nail contributes to a strong house, every member contributes to the 

success of our Department. Whether you are a longtime member or newly joined, your efforts matter, 

your service is valued, and your participation helps build something greater than ourselves. 

As we embark on this journey together, we encourage every Auxiliary to become involved, share your 

accomplishments, support one another, and continue building upon the proud legacy of the VFW 

Auxiliary. 

 

 

     
 
 
 
        Kathy Correll            Heather Figueroa             Becky Greene                 Chad Hoke                   Billie Melott                   Dave Sergent                 Tracy Fife           Diana Moore-Morris   

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Ryan Hoke     Renee Roseberry    Marlene Richards     Lisa Rashley          Robin Hagaman       Debbie Schlechty    Candy Ward         Lisa Stanford       Cathy Hughes       Sally Breeding 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This year we aren’t just maintaining the structure — we’re strengthening the foundation that supports every  
Auxiliary in Ohio.” 
 

From the Foreman's Desk 

Congratulations to all the Ohio Auxiliaries Presidents, Line Officers and Chairpersons. I’m wishing you all a 
great and safe year. Remember reporting is how we go to Congress to get what we need for our Veterans, 
so everyone get ready to report like crazy. I can’t wait to see that dashboard turning green. 
 

Have y’all heard the saying “let’s get ready to rumble”? WELL let’s get ready to build a strong house for our 
Veterans this 2026-2027 year.  
 

This year I have decided not to buy shirts for the Ohio Day at The National Home. I am asking though, that 
you will wear your VFW Auxiliary shirts. And if you don’t have a VFW auxiliary shirt, please wear 
something patriotic. I’m hoping the money that you saved by not buying a shirt this year is the money that 
you give to the national home so they can continue to do their hard work.  
 

Hope to see you all at the C OF A in Westerville Ohio. 
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The new 2026-2027 Program Reporting Year is 

almost here! 

Start keeping track of your Auxiliary activities now. 

Any eligible activity that takes place on or 

after May 1, 2026 can be reported once the 

reporting system opens on July 12, 2026. 

Once Malta comes back online following National's 

annual update in July, I (your website guru) will be 

updating the membership information on our 

website. 

As part of this process, your login password 

for the Member's Only section of the website 

(your last name) will be reset so it begins 

with a CAPITAL letter. 

Examples:  smith → Smith,   jones → Jones,      brown 
→ Brown 
 
Now for the fun part... 

If you have a hyphenated last name or a double last 

name, you will most likely need to contact me before 

you can log in to the Member's Only section of the 

website. 

Unfortunately, I will need to manually update those 

names in the system before your login will work. 

Please send me an email or text if your last name 

falls into one of these categories: 

Smith-Jones, Van Dyke, Johnson Smith, or any 
other hyphenated or double last name 
 
Thank you for your patience while we get everything 
updated and ready for the New Year! 

The Worksite Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of the #America250 celebration, ODNR is 

seeking submissions of letters or messages Ohio 

service members sent to their families and loved ones.  

These letters will be a part of a new trail called The 

Letters to Home Trail, which will be constructed at 

Mohican State Forest near the Mohican-Memorial 

Shrine (pictured). This shrine honors the nearly 20,000 

(Ohioians) people who died in conflicts from World 

War II to the present day.  

The trail will include a series of signs, sharing the 

meaningful words Ohio's service men and women 

communicated home while serving in the United 

States military during times of conflict. The messages 

can be in the form of letters, emails, voicemails, or 

even text messages. 

Submit a message: https://bit.ly/4dDfHYD   (copy link 

and paste browser) 

Submissions will be accepted through August 10, 

2026.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/america250?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYm1jr7xysFP04p-wxYkQRxBPeb1b71_Qmk2gLJuQc7dGPFFCEHYELC2FWI4D0MwRJ5N1IZZyURjTLtsH7ndPRG-y-AeHw0IAwCdLHb75n3JjmYcISJ9tfPZ0sV58uAbx4o1561UHwk-D2DoAkb3YkLQAxT77RMxe9pjksHCwnFyVW4rGtRIhw9CcbHKv-i1xg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4dDfHYD%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbjVrakhwM1VnNTNTWkNWbnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6cu3QeUoGFWTTTnouuxmJmJkG7sqynWn6vAw6-Ayn2xGajYSDl5opFh2p8oQ_aem_XB91d35P4M8L424ImxlVDg&h=AUDRlpfp0yZuPvaRg48sXC2C1JucG67GATobyVADfTYHi-2o-WX3G6s5yl-WH8NQczoQGMXtLcG9MG2ILwWQP6ayqjvVhUeiXu-SDdCfLFjuOI7fBVAktWVSLte0DApncCngA2Hm8hM9vA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUChNSf5sM2BF5vCGi1qjmJpk_Y8O8ScYINia1z4Ov5bw9rQn4gu5glE8vdcjLEC34gvNLAAEM8mqJjLqLUMgBHBuQ57kvoOcXimkS6wJKFGAYBA2Yz_92VFdQsYeG7HoCVEWQRayK9oCm0ZINYYsFVn2sMD4KwqofQEysrRDDEgP939tR4dSsDwhFe7lahwJcBbEHtRnUc1oeAd1g5ucQUUlA
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Blueprints for Success 
 
This year’s C of A will be held July 10–11, 2026, 
in Westerville, Ohio, at the Renaissance 
Columbus Westerville Hotel. 
 
We encourage all Auxiliary members to join us 
on Saturday, July 11, for a day of National 
Program discovery, learning, and fellowship. 
Come ready to gather ideas, ask questions, and 
take home tools to help build a stronger 
Auxiliary year. 
 

Membership Application 
Reminders 
 
From the Department Office: Some of the Auxiliary 
Presidents and Auxiliary Treasurers are getting 
upset with the office in regards to membership 
applications being returned to them. 
 
Clarification on what and why these applications are 
being returned: 
 
1. Section B is not filled out = ex: Aux Post No., new 
member, transfer, On rejoining members if they 
have their ID number this assists greatly in finding 
them, etc. 
 
2. Section C = this is for transferring members only, 
Member ID helps in getting these processed faster 
instead of searching 
 
3. Section E = Campaign Ribbons and Medals are 
usually missing or wrong, Foreign Locations is a big 
one 
 
4. Section G = at least 2 or 3 signatures for 
investigating committee, check if rejected or 
accepted, complete meeting date and obligation date 
 
5. Section H = what is the member applying for 
Annual or Life and how paying 
 
6.  If a new member is paying by credit card, 
National will send a text message and/or email with 
a link for the member to pay.  If not paid within 30 
days, the member will have to reapply. 

The 5 W’s When Posting Event 

Information 

As I am going through facebook, I am seeing 

events that are missing important 

information. 

When creating a flyer or posting an event, 

please make sure you are adding WHO is 

hosting, WHAT is the event, WHEN day and 

time, WHERE the event is taking place, and 

if you have a WHY. 
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As we begin the new term, I am continuing a project that is very important to preserving the history of 
the Department of Ohio VFW Auxiliary. 
 
Last year, I began searching for photographs of our Past Department Presidents. These photographs are 
displayed on our Department website under the "About" and "Officers" sections. While many have been 
located, there are still several Past Department Presidents for whom I have not been able to find 
photographs. 
 
If you happen to have a photograph of any of the individuals listed below, please email or text it to me 
so I can continue building and preserving our Department's historical record. 
 
In addition to the missing photographs, I am also missing the names of four Past Department 
Presidents and would appreciate any information that may help identify them. 
 
Thank you for helping preserve the legacy and history of the Department of Ohio VFW Auxiliary. Every 
photograph and piece of information helps tell the story of those who served before us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 - 2011 Cindy Painter * 
2005 - 2006 Donna Russo * 
1999 - 2000 Wilma Zech * 
1998 - 1999 Chloe Williams * 
1994 - 1995 Sandra Gaston * 
1992 -1993 Wilma Swift * 
1989 - 1990 Carol Bordner 
1988 - 1989 Betty Brewer * 
1987 - 1988 Janet White * 
1986 - 1987 Yvonne Webster * 
1985 - 1986 Anna Sharik * 
1984 - 1985 Jean Cottrell * 
1983 - 1984 Jean Leathy * 
1982 - 1983 Peggy Dodash * 
1981 - 1982 Daisy Clifford * 
1980 - 1981 Eva Woolard * 
1979 - 1980  Donna Rohr * 
1978 - 1979 Jane Young * 
1977 - 1978 Sandra Letcher * 
1976 - 1977 Frances Jones * 
1975 - 1976 Hattie Davis * 
1974 - 1975 Bessie Essman * 
1973 - 1974 Lois Darling * 
 
 

1948 - 1949 Mildred Fete * 
1947 - 1948 Celia Hunsberger 
1946 - 1947 Estella O'Brien * 
1945 - 1946 Winifred Gluhm * 
1944 - 1945 Bessi Altman * 
1943 - 1944  
1942 - 1943 Miriam Hocker * 
1941 - 1942 Alice Wolfe * 
1940 - 1941 Irene Kleitz * 
1939 - 1940 Cecelia Carnicom * 
1937 - 1938 Ida R Keller * 
1936 - 1937 Minnie Stockinger * 
1935 - 1936 Leota Falkner * 
1934 -1935 Emma Rettig * 
1933 - 1934 Emma Keller * 
1931 - 1932 Vera Martin * 
1930  - 1931 Gladys Lucas * 
1929 - 1930  
1928 - 1929  
1927 - 1928 Donna Kolb *  
   Julia Pitcock * 
1926 - 1927  
1925 -1926 Jeannette McDonald * 
 
 
 

1972 - 1973 Rosetta Saam * 
1971 - 1972 Dorothy Letcher * 
1970 - 1971 Mildred Kossman * 
1969 - 1970 Frances Stark * 
1968 - 1969 Frances Vogelmeier * 
1967 - 1968 Martha Dyke * 
1966 - 1967 Vivian Meyers * 
1965 - 1966 Carole Schaffner *  
1964 - 1965 Irene Gilbert * 
1963 - 1964 Henrietta Laffey * 
1962 - 1963 Janet Ladd * 
1961 - 1962 Isabel Able * 
1960 - 1961 Isabell See Gilbert * 
1959 - 1960 Jeanette Brede * 
1958 - 1959 Ruby Stone * 
1957 - 1958 Velma Bleier * 
1956 - 1957 Gertrude Luginbuhl * 
1955 - 1956 Irene Huey * 
1954 - 1955 Elizabeth Page * 
1953 - 1954 Nancy Smith * 
1952 - 1953 Marion Fox * 
1951 - 1952 Eileen Ritchey * 
1950 - 1951 Maurine Shoemaker * 
1949 - 1950 Addie Willard * 
 
 
 

Looking For Ohio’s History 



Page 7   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATE CHALK. INSPIRE ART. HEAL HEARTS. – By 

Matt Ashmore, D10 - 2920 

I'm accepting donations of colored chalk in boxes and 

sidewalk chalk to donate to a shelter with upwards of 

100 children living there. The director said she would 

like every child to receive a box of chalk when they 

arrive. The chalk can help these children with therapy by 

using their creativity to draw releasing feelings and 

emotions or to help relax their minds. The location has a 

room with slate on all four walls inside the kids' play 

room for this purpose. Not only can they use it inside, 

they can also use it outdoors. It's a simple thing that can 

help these children. If there is a large turnout of 

donations I WILL expand out to other locations. If you 

have donations and are going to C of A the weekend of 

July 10th I can collect them then. There will be a 

donation box in the hospitality room or you can 

personally give them to me.  I will continue to collect 

donations as this will be a continuous donation that I 

hope will spread elsewhere. Thank you to those who 

have already made a donation. Summer is here so I’d like 

to get the first 100 out. 

If you would like to donate chalk, and are not going to 
Department C of A - Get in touch with your District 
President, she/he should be able to deliver it for you 
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The Jobsite Report from Across Ohio 

 

Auxiliary 5137 had 34  
members attend June’s  

meeting and have set  
the bar high! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2806 recently presented the 
Young American Award to the 
Junction City Elementary first 

graders. 

Auxiliary 7536 participated in the Ronald McDonald 
House Pull Tab Palooza 

80’s themed Female Veteran Appreciation Night at VFW Post 3494 Mansfield 

Post 4811 Yorkville Flag retiring ceremony. 

9473 first tie dye party, knocked out approximately 150 
shirts. Their artwork is going to look great during the 
Reynoldsburg 4th of July Parade! 
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Auxiliary 3288 celebrating years of membership from 5 to 45 years at our annual 
pinning ceremony with outgoing District President Linda Smith. 

2806 Auxiliary presented the Patriotic Citizen Award and a 
new American flag to SignWorx owner, businesswoman 
Madalyn Stickdorn Bush. 

1662 Making breakfast for the Taste of 
History re-enactors! 

Marlene Richards manning the Buddy  
Poppy & Membership drive 

Auxiliary 5356 donating to Giles Family 

Flag Day, (6/14/26), with our Post Honor Guard and VFW 5137 Auxiliary 

9943 & 3494 Flag Burning Ceremony 
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8054 Auxiliary held their annual car show on  
June 14, 2026 

Celina VFW #5713 worked with the Celina Moose Lodge #1473 and Celina American Legion 
#210 for the Human Flag Event 

Auxiliary 9520 participating with Boundless staff 
today  

9893 & 7174 Participated in the annual Chillicothe VA Carnival. 

The Muffin Man has nothing on 1662 Auxiliary   5 AM crew making 
breakfast for the Taste of History reenactors & staff 

9094 hosted a Cook Out for those currently at the Chillicothe VA Medical 
Center 

1662 received an award 
from the Historical Society~ 
Taste of History~ Pub Crawl! 



Page 11   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFW Post 4369 and VFW Post 6979 Picnic 

D12 Post Hoping 

5137 Auxiliary paint night 

America's 250th Birthday – 

Freedom Isn't Free 

This year, America celebrates an 

incredible milestone, 250 years of 

freedom. It's a time for backyard 

cookouts, community picnics, parades, 

fireworks, and gathering with family 

and friends. But before we light the 

grill or watch the sky fill with color, 

let's remember why we have the 

freedom to celebrate at all. 

Every freedom we enjoy today was 

earned by generations of Americans 

who answered the call to serve. From 

the Revolutionary War to today's 

active-duty military, brave men and 

women have stood watch, sacrificed 

time with their families, faced 

unimaginable hardships, and, for 

many, made the ultimate sacrifice so 

the rest of us could live in a free nation. 

As VFW Auxiliary members, we know 

our mission doesn't stop on the Fourth 

of July. We honor those who served 

every day by supporting veterans, 

active-duty military, and their families. 

America's 250th birthday is more than 

a celebration of our nation's past; it's a 

reminder of our responsibility to 

preserve the freedoms they fought to 

protect. 

So, enjoy the fireworks. Wave your flag 

proudly. Spend time with family and 

friends. But take a moment to thank a 

veteran, remember those who never 

came home, and recognize the service 

members who continue to defend our 

country today. 

Because freedom isn't free, it never has 

been, and it never will be. 
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Foundation In Action 
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