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In Like A Lion 

April came in like a lion and Ohio met it head-on. 

 

Across the Department of Ohio VFW Auxiliary, 

this month was a powerful blend of honor, 

service, and connection. Every date on the 

calendar wasn’t just observed, it was lived. 

 

We balanced lighthearted moments like April 

Fools’ Day with deep respect, recognizing Gold 

Star Spouses, honoring our military children on 

Purple Up! Day and celebrating Easter with our 

communities. 

 

We stood tall in support of every branch; Army 

Day, Army Reserve Birthday, Air Force Reserve 

Birthday, National Submarine Day, and National 

Devil Dog Day… because service doesn’t belong 

to one uniform, it belongs to all. 

 

We paused with purpose on National Former 

Prisoner of War Recognition Day and reflected on 

moments in history like the Bay of Pigs Invasion, 

all reminders of sacrifice, resilience, and the cost of 

freedom. 

 

Volunteer Recognition Day gave us a moment to 

celebrate the heartbeat of this organization, our 

members. Patriots’ Day reminded us why we carry 

forward a legacy of service. And even something 

as simple as Hug A Friend Day reflected what 

makes this Auxiliary different… we take care of 

our own. 

 

Now, as April goes out like a lamb, there’s a 

steady, quiet pride.  Because this wasn’t just a 

calendar of events, it was a month of impact, A 

month of remembrance and A month where Ohio 

showed up every single time. 

 

Take a breath. Then get ready.  Because if April 

proved anything… it’s that this Auxiliary doesn’t 

slow down, we build momentum. 

 

 

2026 June Convention 

Next month, we’re heading back to the Kalahari 

Resort for our Department Convention and it’s 

shaping up to be one you won’t want to miss. 

Auxiliaries and members from across the 

Department of Ohio VFW Auxiliary will come 

together to celebrate a year of service, success, 

and shared purpose. 

 

Planning to attend? Everything you need, the 

tentative schedule, room reservations, testimonial 

tickets, and event registrations is available on the 

Department Website, right on the homepage 

slider or under the Resources tab. 

 

To keep things simple and streamlined, we’ll once 

again be using Zeffy for convention registration, as 

well as the Past President and Past Department 

President luncheons. 

 

And of course, don’t miss the fun. The always-

popular Best Buddy Poppy Hat Contest will be 

back, bringing creativity, patriotism, and just the 

right amount of friendly competition. 

 

Congratulations Officers 

Congratulations to our Auxiliary members who 

have been elected into office. We look forward to 

meeting our new officers and warmly welcoming 

back those continuing in their roles. Thank you for 

your dedication and commitment to our mission. 

 

Elections Completed – 

Now What? 

Now that District and Auxiliary elections and 

installations should be completed, please make 

sure your Installation Report has been submitted 

to the Department Office for entry into MALTA. 
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Sec. 806A—Auxiliary Installation 
A. Auxiliary Officers shall be installed in their 
respective offices not more than sixty (60) calendar 
days prior to the convening of the Department 
Convention. 

1. But shall not assume their duties until the 
Department President is installed, with the 
exception of the Auxiliary Secretary and 
Treasurer. The Auxiliary Secretary and Treasurer 
shall begin their duties of their respective 
offices at the beginning of the new fiscal year. 

 

If your Auxiliary had a change in President and/or 

Treasurer, you will need to schedule an 

appointment with your bank to update authorized 

signers.  Make sure to take your official meeting 

minutes showing the election results.  

 

26-27 VOD & PP Theme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reporting Year Closed – 

Stay Ready for What’s 

Next 

The 2025–2026 reporting year officially closed on 

April 15, marking the end of another strong year 

of documentation across the Department of Ohio. 

 

This year, Ohio Auxiliaries submitted 

approximately 12,000 reports, a powerful 

reflection of the work being done in support of 

our veterans, their families, and our communities. 

That number represents countless hours of service, 

outreach, and dedication. Well done. 

 

Now for the part that needs to be crystal clear: 

Any reports submitted after April 15 are 

automatically purged from the system and will not 

be counted. 

 

If something was entered after April 15, it will 

need to be resubmitted after the Department 

Convention (C of A) when reporting reopens for 

the new program year. 

 

No gray area. No exceptions. Just the system 

doing exactly what it was designed to do. 

 

Even though reporting is closed, your work is not. 

Now is the time to stay organized and intentional. 

Keep track of everything your Auxiliary is 

accomplishing: 

 Events and activities 

 Volunteer hours 

 Donations and outreach 

 Community impact moments 

Because when reporting opens back up, the 

Auxiliaries who documented along the way won’t 

be scrambling… they’ll be ready. 

 

Think of this as your “off-season training.” Quiet, 

behind the scenes, but setting you up for a strong 

start next year. 

 

The mission doesn’t pause. The impact doesn’t 

stop. And neither should the story of what you’re 

doing.  So keep records. Take photos. Make notes. 

Because when the system opens again, your 

Auxiliary’s work deserves to be reported and 

recognized. 
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Special Dates to Remember 

May (entire month) – National Military 

Appreciation Month & Military Caregivers Month 

May 1 – Silver Star Service Banner Day 

May 1 – Loyalty Day  

May 2 – Kentucky Derby Day 

May 3 – National Gold Star Spouses Day 

May 3 – Public Service Recognition Week begins 

May 5 – Cinco de Mayo 

May 6–12 – National Nurses Week 

May 7 – National Day of Prayer 

May 8 – Victory in Europe (VE) Day 

May 8 – Military Spouse Appreciation Day  

May 10 – Mother’s Day 

May 11-16 – Armed Forces Week 

May 15 – Peace Officers Memorial Day 

May 16 -  Armed Forces Day 

May 16–22 – National Police Week 

May 23 – (Common VFW activity day: local flag 

placement weekend) 

May 25 – Memorial Day  

 

26-27 Sr. Vice Training 

The 2026-2027 term Sr. Vice training was held last 

weekend at the Hyatt House…  Anyone want to 

guess what the theme is next term?     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Convention Tentative 

Schedule 
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You Are The Magic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFW Post 2920 Auxiliary held their Vietnam Veterans 

Breakfast 

 
D10 - Honor, Respect and Remembering our 3 fallen Airmen 

 
Post 1058 family in Zanesville, Ohio for their Kids Easter 

Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members from different posts within D10 got together to 

hangout and getting thing done! 

 

 

 

 

 

2806 Auxiliary honoring our Veterans! Each Veteran 

received a Certificate of Waves of Heroes, a Challenge Coin, 

a copy of the poem In Flanders Field with a pen, and a flag 

to proudly display in their room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patti, Meg and Donna VFW AUXILIARY 9520 Brunswick 

participated with Boundless staff at Confection Confection 
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9094 Auxiliary and their friends play just a little role each 

year during “The Greatest Night in Highland County!!!” 

 
Vfw 1078 in Bucyrus held another successful LADIES ONLY 

Brunch with karaoke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post 2920 Auxiliary and Post members working together 

stuffing eggs and Easter baskets for their Easter egg hunt, 

including 9943 Post Commander.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5137 Auxiliary did 

 a great job sharing 

 Poppies at the 

 Piston Power 

 show. They shared 

 the story and a 

 Poppy with every

 one we met 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Easter Bunny  

helping with the  

haul at 3467 post  

& auxiliary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1662 Auxiliary/post had thir final fish fry of the year and 

even had a visit by the Easter Bunny. 
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2743 Norwalk, getting ready for the Kids’ Easter Egg Hunt 

by filing eggs and putting bikes together 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 VFW Post 1662 Auxiliary had their 2nd Annual Adult Easter 

Egg Hunt with a twist 

 

 

2743 auxiliary members delivered 76 boxes of Girl Scout 

cookies to OVH in Sandusky 

 

VFW Auxiliary 2898, Toledo, Ohio Youth Activities 

Chairman, Beverly Benner with three youth group members: 

Amelia, Jude and Watson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D1 Auxiliary member waiting on Honor Flight return 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auxiliary 2595 donating to the Pull Tab Palooza 
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Wellington VFW Auxiliary 6941 and Black River Scouts did 

an awesome job cleaning up Southview Cemetery in 

Sullivan. 

 

2898 Youth group made table centerpieces for their 

National Home Fundraiser dinner 

 

 

VFW Post 2920 and their auxiliary donated brand new CPR 

manikins, AED trainers and EpiPen trainer  to the Crestline 

Fire Department 

 

 

Auxiliary of Post 2806 visited Aimee Green’s  second grade 

classroom to present our program “Stories with Soldiers.” 

 

Auxiliary 2806 finished their “Stories With Soldiers” program 

in Junction City Elementary by visiting the second graders in 

Angelina Kellogg’s classroom 

 

 

Post 6428 & Auxiliary, B&B river brunch cruise 

 

 

Union post 5434 
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3467, Tunnels to Towers Run/Walk 2026. What a great 

day! 

 

1079 Auxiliary welcome home committee on April 25 for 

our post and Auxiliary veterans who were on the Honor 

Flight Cleveland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auxiliary 1662 served the Boys Amherst Steele and the 

Springfield (Toledo) volleyball teams dinner 

 
Auxiliary 5303 Visited their oldest living member and 

presented her with flowers. 103 years old. It was great to 

visit with a great lady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2743 in Norwalk donated flags to their school community 
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Events In The Kingdom 
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