
 

CONGRATULATIONS to our very own Sr Vice President Shannon 
Stanley for being awarded one of this year’s James Romanis Award. 
This award is given to a VFW or Auxiliary member that goes above & 
beyond for our Veterans and our organizations. It was a total        
surprise!! She had no clue that she was being presented with this 
award! 
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October PATRIOTIC               
HOLIDAYS: 
 
• October 26-National Day 

of the Deployed 

HELLO #TEAMOHIO!!  

 Welcome to the VFW Auxiliary Department of Ohio’s 4th newsletter! I hope you had 
a chance to read and share the previous editions. This months event  notifications were     
minimum, but I am hoping it is because everyone is so busy serving and honoring our       

Heroes. 
 

I would like to remind everyone of some of the upcoming Department events during the 

month of  October.  

• Big 10 Conference-Milwaukee, WI October 14-16 

 

 I am so happy for the amazing turnout for National Auxiliary President Jane Reape’s 

visit to Ohio September 22-25. District Presidents and Department Line Officers visited the 

“Commons at Livingston” as we handed out lunches from Subway (6” sub, chips and a cook-

ie) to the 98 Veterans that reside there. The Meet & Greet  was held at Whitehall Post  8794 

and we had dinner, took lots of pictures and comradery.  Saturday was the 123rd celebration 

of VFW Founder’s Day. The annual visit at the Greenlawn Cemetery followed by a luncheon 

at the Paul Lawrence VFW Post 9857. Later that afternoon, we went to church with Jane at 

St Elizabeth Church and finished off the evening with pizza and lots of conversation and 

laughter,  I am so very proud of our #TEAMOHIO showed both National President Jane 

Reape and Commander-in-Chief Timothy Borland what we do  for our Heroes in OHIO. A 

BIG thank you to our very own Sr Vice Shannon Stanley, who was our official tour guide and 

drove us throughout  the Columbus area. 

2022 James Romanis Award 



I DOUBLE-DOG DARE YOU!- UPDATED!!  

#1 

For each Auxiliary that is 100% reported in ALL programs except membership by the December 31st  
deadline, they will have (1) entry for their Auxiliary to win a special prize from me. The Auxiliaries that are 
100% reported in ALL programs PLUS 100% + 1 will receive (5) entries– the winner will be announced at 
Midwinter. So let’s get out there and REPORT & RECRUIT 

 

National Day of the Deployed dates back to 2006 when Shelle Michaels Aberle approached then North 
Dakota Governor John Hoeven to support a proclamation for a day to honor those men and women ac-
tively serving in the military outside the U.S. Hoeven was the first governor in the United States to rec-
ognize deployed troops through a formal proclamation. October 26 was chosen as the annual date of 
observance because it was the birthday of Aberle’s cousin, U.S. Army Lt. Col. David Hosna, actively 
serving in Iraq at the time. 

In 2011, Hoeven, then a state senator, sponsored a resolution    designating October 26 as National Day 
of the Deployed, which passed unanimously. Since then, all 50 states have officially observed the      
holiday. 

The 2022 National Day of the Deployed on October 26 is our day to say “Thank You” to all military   
serving outside the US and to their families who keep things running at home in their absence It’s hard 
to imagine a more challenging military assignment than one taking our servicemen and women to    
countries all over the world, far away from home. Unless you know someone currently serving outside 
the US, the sacrifices they make throughout deployment are difficult to comprehend. Read on for some 
simple ways to recognize, support, and encourage our amazing U.S. troops.  

October 26-National Day of Deployed 



Safety Tips for Trick-or-Treaters 

As parents get their kids ready for Halloween, Here are some tips they should follow: 

• Use only flame resistant costumes 

• Plan the trick-or-treat route-make sure adults know where children are going. A parent or responsible 
adult should accompany young children as they make their way around the neighborhood 

• Make sure trick-or-treaters can see and be seen. Give them a flashlight to light their way. Add reflec-
tive tape to costumes and bags. Have everyone wear light colored clothing if they are just walking 
with the group. 

• Instead of masks, which can cover the eyes and make it harder to see, use face paint instead 

• Be cautious around animals-especially dogs 

• Visit only homes that have a porchlight on. Accept treats at the door-NEVER go inside 

• Walk only on the sidewalks, not the street. If no sidewalks are available, walk at the edge of the 
roadway, facing traffic, look both ways before crossing the street and only cross at the corner. Do not 
cut across yards or use alleys. Do not cross between parked cars. 

• Make sure a grown-up checks the goodies before eating. Remove loose or opened candy and any 
choking hazards. Discard any items with brand names you are not familiar with 

 

TIPS FOR WELCOMING THE KIDS ON HALLOWEEN 

If you are planning on welcoming trick-or-treaters to your home, follow these safety tips: 

• Leaves from your sidewalks and steps 

• Clear your porch or front yard of obstacles-someone can possibly trip 

• Restrain your pets 

• Light the area well so the young visitors can see 

Use extra caution if driving-youngsters are excited and may forget to look both ways before 
crossing 



Founder’s Day 2022 

Saturday, September 24th the members of the VFW & Auxiliary celebrated the 123rd       

celebration of the VFW as an organization at the Greenlawn Cemetery in Columbus, Ohio. 

The day started off at 10 am as brothers & sisters of the VFW & Auxiliary from all 12       

Districts walked proudly to the site where one of the founding members of the group who    

started the VFW, James Romanis is buried . We were very honored to have the National 

Commander-in-Chief Timothy Borland and Madam National President Jane Reape visiting 

Ohio to help celebrate and speak to those in attendance. Immediately following the         

ceremony, the Founder’s Day luncheon was held at the Paul Lawrence Post 9857. Iris      

Foster-DeNieuwe and where Commander Jon Greene, President Kathy Matesic, C-I-C      

Borland and Madam President Reape spoke of teamwork, kindness and working together 

as a team to build both of our organizations so that we can serve our Veterans successfully. 

Please take a look at the pictures throughout the newsletter and on the Department Face-

book page. A BIG thank you to the Paul Lawrence VFW Post 9857  & Auxiliary for once 

again doing an outstanding job with setting up and hosting the luncheon 



The editors at VFW Auxiliary Magazine are always working to develop interesting stories 
and are delighted to receive your information and photographs. As with other media out-
lets, stories that are unique, new or of special interest to Auxiliary members will take prec-
edence over more routine contributed content. 

Please do not send: 

• Poetry/creative writing 
• Election or installation reports 
• Routine social events and anniversaries 
• Department or National Officers’ visits to local or District meetings 
• Obituaries (except for a National Line Officer or Past National President) 
Instead, send information about various activities for our national programs that 
shows your Auxiliary members making a difference in the lives of veterans and 
those in your community. 

• Did your Auxiliary participate in a StandDown? 
• Did your Auxiliary work to raise awareness about veteran and military suicide preven-
tion? 
• Did your Auxiliary participate in Make a Difference Day? 
• Did your Auxiliary adopt a Veterans Park or contribute to a Veterans Memorial? 
• Did your Auxiliary educate youth about patriotism? 
• Was there a particular Auxiliary event that was very unique and/or successful? 
Note: There is a delay between receipt of information and its publication. Magazine is-
sues are written two months in advance of the publication date and printed one month in 
advance. For instance, the January issue is actually sent to the press in late November. 

All copy should be typed. If emailed, copy should be attached as a Word (.doc) docu-
ment. 

Email copy to: 
info@vfwauxiliary.org 

Mail copy to: 
Editor, VFW Auxiliary Magazine 
406 W. 34th St., 10th Floor 
Kansas City, MO  64111 

Have something you want to see in the VFW Auxiliary Magazine? 

mailto:info@vfwauxiliary.org


Page 6 

Program Spotlight #1 

Hospital      Department Program Chairman: Darlene Beck 

This year challenge is to find a creative ways to serve veterans in a hospital setting.  Sometimes 
we get in a rut and do the same things every year for our hospitalized Veterans.  There maybe a 
family tradition that your family does and maybe it would work for the hospital setting.  So get out 
your thinking hats and a prize will be given at the end of the year for most inventive way for a   
hospital visit.  Remember to report the event on the form.   

The hospital report is the same as last year, National has the same request this year as last.   

A reminder a volunteer can also be a person that does not belong to the auxiliary, so if you        
volunteer bring a friend.  Our Auxiliary has a person that volunteers at the hospital, she works 
sometimes with an auxiliary member and we can use both hours.  They must adhere to the      
Auxiliary protocol.  Check out youth groups they may help with our program.  Remember visiting 
the hospital does not have to done only on holidays.  Many organizations go on those days, try  
another day, you will still give the Veterans a good visit. 

Is you local Senior Center have a program for Veterans to tell their stories of the military?  You can 
record them or write it down for future generations to hear.  They may have some need for the 
many people they serve and may have a request for people in the hospital they visit.   

A request this year is to do something for Valentines for Veterans. Have school children make   
Valentines for Veterans and give them to Veterans at your post. Send some to VA hospital for them 
to give to Veterans. 

It is a honor to the Department Hospital this year. This program is very important to me as my   
husband is a disabled veteran.  I also volunteer for the VA in Dayton when extra help is needed. 

Just a reminder our Department donation of $1.25 per member. This donation makes it possible for 

the many activities the VA reps doing at the various VA hospitals.   
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While National President Jane was here for her visit, the department line officers, Pdps, District 
Presidents and members of the Paul Lawrence VFW Post  9857 Auxiliary members were involved 
in a Team Building exercise: assemble the 100 lunches for the Veterans living at “Commons at 
Livingston. Ron Caudil, the owner of the Subway shop that gave us a great deal on the pricing for 
the lunches (6” subs, a bag of chips and a cookie). He is such a supporter of our organizations, 
that he and his workers actually boxed everything up and delivered them up to the Post. He was so 
excited to meet the National President and to help our veterans in any way he could. I had Misty 
Smith from the Norwalk Auxiliary 2743 make a wonder sign so Ron could hang up in his store so 

every one can see how much he is appreciated.  

On Friday morning, we met at the “Commons at Livingston”,  We toured the facility with the    
amazing Syliece McBroom, BCS, She has only been at the facility about 6 months and she loves 

working with and helping the veterans living there.  

The Canteen Manager from Post 9857 Linda and Auxiliary President Patti drove the boxed lunches 
to the facility about 10:45 am. Commons at Livingston houses Homeless Veterans Males and  
Females. We are located in Columbus, OH. Our handicap accessible community offers one bed-

room floor plans, on-site service coordination and employment assistance.     

Please see the information about the Commons at Livingston in the back of the newsletter. 
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENTS                                 

Report to the District President with problems 

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS                                        
Assists Auxiliary Presidents in finding solutions to 
problems. If you are not sure of the answer or action 

to be taken, contact the Department President 
 

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT                                        

Will work along with the Chief of Staff to help find       

solutions to the problems the District Presidents have 

reported. Will contact the National Office with any  

problems or actions that cannot be taken care of on the 

Department level 

PLEASE DO NOT deviate from this 
CHAIN OF COMMAND    

        Following this will make it easier                 
for ALL of us! 

 



Eligibility Requirements for VFW Auxiliary Membership: 

Members must be at least 16 years old. 

Those eligible are: 

• Husband/Wife   
• Widower/Widow 
• Father/Mother 
• Grandfathers/Grandmothers 
• Sons/Daughters 
• Grandsons/Granddaughters 
• Brothers/Sisters 
 

Of persons who were or are eligible for membership in the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States. 

Those eligible for membership in the VFW are those that have received a      
campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30 consecutive or 60 non-
consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger 
pay.  

Step- and adopted parents, children, siblings (and half-siblings), grandparents and grand-
children are considered the same as biological parents, children, siblings, grandparents 

and grandchildren and may join the VFW Auxiliary under their VFW-eligible veteran. 

Proof of service is required for eligibility and must be obtained by the applicant. 

Information on a veteran’s service record can be obtained by contacting: 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Phone: 1-866-272-6272 
Online: 

Veterans Service Records: http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/ 
4-Step Veteran Request Process: https://vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.html 

Military Records Request Using Standard Form 180 (SF-
180): http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html 

If you have membership questions or need more information, please contact us 
at info@vfwauxiliary.org. 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
https://vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.html
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html
mailto:info@vfwauxiliary.org


Legislative     Department Chairman: Renell Noack  

 For the year 2022-2023, VFW Auxiliary need to make a footprint, we need to 
voice our concerns and strengths. We need to round up all that will act, for the good 
of our Vets.  
 
 There is so much information readily available to all of our members and those 
that are not.  It is our responsibility to educate any and all. We will NOT go unnoticed 
and we will repeatedly reach out for more assistance and assurance that our veterans 
are being heard. 
 
 Our for forefathers provided us the liberty of free speech…..let us use that free 
speech to reach out to our legislators (council, house of representatives, senators, 
Vice President, President) on issues that we need their positive influences/to get our 
voices heard. 
 
 Be Informed and Educated - pass the word, get involved and DON’T GIVE UP. 
 
 In the past — to be 100% reported - we only had to provide one report.  We 
need to reach out and get more cow-hands to help herd in our legislators, so that we 
are heard. 
 
 Theme  V - VetStone, Matesic Ranch – comes from the tv show Yellow-
Stone.  Matesic has us all as her cow-hands. We need to Brand many more to show 
that we are a team of one - V - VetStone.  Our owner Kathy Matesic, is allowing me to 
alter our reporting as to what I feel is needed to show what we are trying to do. 

Program Spotlight #2 



CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR VERY OWN        
DEPARTMENT          

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 
CHAIRMAN, RENELL   
NOACK FOR GETTING 
MENTIONED IN THE 

LATEST PROMOTION FOR 
THE NATIONAL        

AMBASSADOR FOR THE 
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM!!!  



MEMR BENEFITSMEMBER BENEFITS 

 The VFW Auxiliary is pleased to offer our members access to one of the nation’s largest networks of 
money-saving products and services in the insurance and benefits industry. The links can be found on MALTA: 
Member Benefits - VFW Auxiliary National Organization AUTO, HOMEOWNERS AND PET INSURANCEAUTO, 

Member Benefits 

https://vfwauxiliary.org/member-benefits/


The Commons at Livingston facility houses 100 formerly homeless Veterans. It’s a t       
transitional housing complex that houses only Veterans.  There are currently 3 women    
Veterans living at the facility. This facility does not have a limit on how long a Veteran can 
live there. They assist Veterans with a variety of resources: updating resumes, shuttle them 
to schools for higher education, help them find employment, has a VA Case worker  &     
another Case Worker (outside of the VA) among other resources. There is a food panty that 
the veterans can come grab food when they are running low. They have a community room 
that has a storage area for board games, puzzles, and other  items of entertainment. They 
even have a ping pong table! A variety of food donations from churches in the area help 
bring perishable food items like milk, eggs, bread, veggies and fruits. The facility allows the 
Veterans with pets (cats/dogs) to continue to live with them in their apartments. 
 

If you are interested in contacting someone to donate clothing, food, toiletries, pet 
food/supplies, I have the person for you! Syliece McBroom, BSC. She is truly a advocate 
for our Veterans living there. Her office number is (614) 559-6103 and email address is : 
smcbroom@nationalchurchresidences.org. If your Post or Auxiliary want to donate items, 
Syliece is the one to speak with. 



More pictures from Founder’s Day 



REMEMBER WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO 

Remember WHY we do what we do.. 

Remember what we do HONORS the Veteran that gave 
us our eligibility… 

Remember it is an HONOR to belong to this               
organization-not just anyone can join… 

Remember our ACTIONS are a reflection upon our    
organization & our Veterans… 

Please remember this before each meeting, event and 
in our  everyday life… 

You don’t have to like everyone you are around but 
EVERYONE deserves RESPECT… 

So, let’s RESPECT & HONOR our Veterans and work 
together, because that what they did for US & our 
GREAT NATION! 
 



Oh The Places We Can Go 



 









INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHTS 

“”When you change the way you look at things, the things you look at change”-Wayne Dyer   

 

“It’s never too late for a new beginning in your life”- Joyce Meyers 

 

“”Don’t treat people as bad as they are, treat them as good as you are”-unknown 

 

“Judging a person doe not define who they are; it defines who you are”-unknown 

 

“We are all in the gutter sometimes, But some of us are looking at the stars” -Oscar Wilde  

BIG 10 Conference 

Wishing safe travels to all members traveling to Milwaukee, WI 
October 14-16, 2022 for the BIG 10 Conference. This is Big 10 
President Tracy Fife’s last meeting as elections will be held for 
the new BIG 10 line officers. Let’s all congratulate Tracy for her 
year!! If you see Tracy, tell her how PROUD OHIO is of her!! 

To all having birthdays & anniversaries, enjoy! 

To those struggling with illness-I send healing thoughts & prayers 

 

To those that have lost a loved one, my thoughts & prayers are with you and your families 

 

Remember to keep our Troops, both home and deployed around the world in your thoughts and prayer-
remember FREEDOM isn’t FREE! 

 

GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA!! 

Blessings Sent 


